
1.2.1 Item not tested 
Paragraph added- "Not tested” or “Unable to be tested” 
must only be used where it becomes apparent during the 
test that the particular item cannot be tested, and this 
could not have been identified prior to starting the test. 
The reason for selecting the failure must be included in 
the additional information box.

1.7 - Electronic braking system (EBS)
Removed the word 'air' from braking system to cover all 
forms of EBS

MOT Inspection Manual 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/1-brakes#section-1-2-1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/1-brakes#section-1-7
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/5-axles-wheels-tyres-and-suspension


Section 3: Visibility
Amend 3.3 View to the rear - obligatory mirrors

Add new categories for vehicle first used from 
26 Jan 2010

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/3-visibility


4. Lamps, reflectors and electrical equipment

4.1.2 Content added to clarify items not test

4.2.1 under sub heading 'All lamps’ the wording has changed 
from "You must assess damaged or repaired lamps for security, 
colour, light output and durability." to "Check the presence, 
condition, security and function of the required lamps. Assess 
any damaged or repaired lamps for security, colour, light output 
and durability.“

4.5.1 further guidance added for front foglamp requirement. "Front fog lamps that are not wired up and do not have a 
corresponding switch are not required to work. If you are not sure that they’re connected, you should give the benefit of the
doubt."

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/4-lamps-reflectors-and-electrical-equipment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/4-lamps-reflectors-and-electrical-equipment#section-4-1-2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/4-lamps-reflectors-and-electrical-equipment#section-4-2-1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/4-lamps-reflectors-and-electrical-equipment#section-4-5-1


5. Axles, wheels, tyres and suspension

5.3.2 - Shock absorbers:

Additional content added: "Slight seepage causing a film of fluid on a shock absorber is not a reason for rejection."

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/5-axles-wheels-tyres-and-suspension
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/5-axles-wheels-tyres-and-suspension#section-5-3-2


7.1.2. Seat belt fitment and condition

The wording regarding the inspection of seatbelts has been amended as follows:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/7-other-equipment#section-7-1-2


8.2.2.1 Emissions

Clearer guidance added regarding when to check emissions control equipment.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-for-private-passenger-and-light-commercial-vehicles/8-nuisance#section-8-2-2-1


B. Authorised examiners

Section B4 - General responsibilities - Checks by DVSA 
staff: Additional paragraph for AEs to be responsible for 
their staffs' actions towards DVSA staff.

Section B4 - General responsibilities- Premises 
and Equipment: Note added in relation to 
connected equipment 

MOT Testing Guide 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/b-authorised-examiners
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/appendix-2-facilities-and-security


D. Requirements for authorisation

D1 - Authorised Examiners - Evidence of 
exclusive use:

Update criteria of exclusive use includes 
planning permission and testing facilities.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/d-requirements-for-authorisation


M. System rules and user roles

M8 - MOT Testing Service system security.

Additional content added to clarify every 
users responsibility for information security.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/m-system-rules-and-user-roles


Appendix 2:  2.1 Decelerometer calibration
From 1 April 2023, all decelerometers must be calibrated at intervals not exceeding 1 year. This is a change from the 
current 2 year cycle.

Decelerometer calibration certificates issued before 1 April 2023 will be acceptable until they expire. After this, the 
equipment must be calibrated annually.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/appendix-2-facilities-and-security


Appendix 2: 2.2 Roller brake testers (RBT), plate brake testers (PBT) and headlamp aim testers
From 1 April 2023, calibration of brake testers and headlamp testers will no longer be acceptable if completed by vehicle 
testing station (VTS) staff.

Calibration must only be completed by either:

o the original manufacturer
o a company that has taken over responsibility for equipment support from the manufacturer
o a calibration specialist

VTSs employing independent calibration specialists must satisfy themselves of the technical competence and viability of the 
company concerned and be able to demonstrate this to DVSA upon request.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/appendix-2-facilities-and-security


Appendix 8: Disciplinary procedures

8.1.5.b replaced word "would" with "could“

8.4.B new sanction 12 - relating to charging more 
than the statutory fee.

8.4.C.1 change to sanction level for 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
occurrences of missing or incomplete training logs 
from L1 -L2 -L2 - L2 and L3 to L1 - L1 - L1 - L3 as 
applying the previous level sanction could cause 
inconsistency.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/appendix-8-disciplinary-procedures
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